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REMARKABLE TRUE STORY (OF AN INDIANS CRIME AND HIS REPENTANCE.

An Alaska Tragedy Told Of by the United States Attorney Who Prosecuted the Criminals.

Bpecial Correspanizzee of The Sunday Repulile.
8an Fruncizco, Cal, Aug. 25.—From the
!r&en north—{rom golden Alaska—comes &
story of tragedy and repentance that for
inténse Interest huas had few oquals.

It Is, first, a story of greed, of barbarity,
of blood; then one of repentance, of con-
fesslon and of atonement; and at the end
it Ja & etory of the herole yielding of lfe
#s the price of sin, a firm faith in forgive-
ness at the hands of the Almighty and a
prayer that the lesson might be learned
Ly. the fellow-criminals of the man who
died for the crime and that they would
henceforth live the Mves of hanest men.
It i a story In which the hero of the lnst
chapter i8 the villaln of the first; In which
& young white man and hig young and Jove-
1y white wife were murdered by Indlans; in
which all traces were covered up by spow
and the debris of almost trackiess wilder-
nesses until the arch-criminal, repentant
under the Influences of a Salvation Army
street meeting, told of the crime and of the
part he had played in it

‘Chere was no half-way repentance in the
heart of Hanson, the leader of the murder-
cits band. With his rellglon there went
oanfeesion, and he did not falter, thouzh
he knew that the price he must pay was
lfe. Ho went through the ordeal of a trinl

/without finching; when the Judge of the
court faltered at pronouncing the sentence
of death, Hanson encodraged him to gpealk,
and made pot one plea for clemency. And
when death came he met it with as much
sloicism as ever characterized the action
of a warrior of the American plaina burned
nt the stake by his enemies before the
white man had claimed this country as his

own.
In 8an Franclsco at the present time is
General Robert A, Friedrich, who was

United States Attorney for Alaska at the
time of the murder and who hud charge
of the prosecution of the eriminals, General
Friedrich went into the ecase thoroughly,
for It was. gne which meant much to the
Governmenl. Upon the conviction dnd pun-
{shment of the criminnls depemiled in large
mensfure the future safety of the white
men of the Terrltory. 1t was necessary to
impress the Indians with both the fairness
and the strongth of the United States
Court. It would have been fatal to hun-
dreds of other white men to have permit-
ted the crime to go unpunished.  And,
therefore, the Government offiviols exerted
every offort to secure conviction., General
Friedrich thus tells the stary of the mur-
dree, of the conlession, and of the scenes at
the trinl:
Y RONERT A. FRIEDRICH,
Formerly United Stantea Attorney for
Alankn. .

To million®s of readers, Alaska, with is
S0 square miiee of teizhiory, with a
population of only eleven huiman beings 10
@ hundred square miles, is a veritable land
of mystery, unknown and unknownahl,

Within tinis imiperial domaln are count-
jeen thousands of acres, consisting of moun-
talne cnd vallevs, upon which the fooi of
luman being has never trod, and  over
which eternal ‘and everlisting gllence L=
held unchallenged sway sincs that earliest
momnlng of time when the choral sympho-
mies of the stars Arst pavg out through
celestial epace.

The corsl Mess of Southemstcrn Alaska
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JINM  HANSON.

THE MOMENT HE LOOKED TOWARD HIM HANSON, WITH UNERRING AIM, SHOT HIM THROUGH THE HEART, AND HE FELL WITHOUT A MOANXN.

are broken at intervals of from one hun-
dred ta five hundred miles apart with vil-
lages and hamlets, whose {nhabltants dally
leok on mountaine which no offe of them
hae ever scalml or explored, nor has the
remotest idea of ever attempting to do =o.
Even to those who have dwelt for years
along its waterways or have prospected the
strenme und foothills for gold, Its great in-
terior Is a terra incognita,

The authentic history of Alaska has never
Bien written. We are ns yet uncerialn as
to Its boundary lines. We pald £.20.00 for
ft and recelved as evidence of our title an
Instrument which, if the transaction had
Leen between Individuals, would have been
denominated a “guiteclaim deed."

It & no wonder, then, that fertile and
clastic imaginations, when thelr owners at-
tempt to write anything Alaskan, revel
wildiy and mndly when turned loose in thess
practically limitless realms.

1 recently read o gtory in a well-known
publi on and which largely influenced ine
to give the true history of what, under the
clrcumstunces and  conditions, was the
moest remarkable case In the eriminal his-
tury of the Nortbern Paclfic Coast, namely,
the murder of Florence and Burt Horton by
Adaska Indinns fn 1599, and thelr subsequent
trinl, conviction and sentence.

As Unlted States Attorney for the Dis-
trict of Alaskn, it devolved upon me 1o
prosecute Jim Hanson for the cruel murder
of that unfortunate young couple.

CHAPTER L.
The Jourmey Thnt Was to End in
Denth,

Burt and Florence Horton were natives
of Bugene, in the State of Oregon, and at
the time of thelr death had been married
less than one vear. A fow weeks after thelr
murringe they migrate] to Skaguay. He
wius &7 vears old and a member of the Elks
and Knichts of Pythlas, Bhe waw 1§ years
of age, and a member of the Eplscopal
Church, From Skaguay they went to White
Paks, a camp at the head of the terrible
tradl of that name, over which thousands
tolled, "and many died, In the early rush to
the Klondike country. At White Pass, dur-
ing the summer months of 1589, the Hortons
kept & little restagrant,

in the fall of 158 they returned to
Skaguny nnd tock up thelr residence with
Mr. and Mrs. Seszslons, whom they had
known years before. About the 1st of Oc-
tober Mrs. Horton belng in delicate health,
her husband concluded to take an outing
and spend a few weeks hunting and'fishing

| at the head of Sulllvan Isiand, on Lynn
Canal. He purchased a small boat and
npecessary  arteles, including a tent, Mrs.

Sessfonsg had ns=eisted the girl wife In the
preparation of a humble wardrobe sultable
for un outdoor life, and they pitched thelr
cumy on the mainland opposite the head of
Eullivan Island, about October 10. Horton
hadl two Rung, & Winchester rific and double-
Larrel shotgun.

CHAPTER IL
indians on the Trail.

About thi= time the Indlan tribe known
ag the Kahk-won-tong ond certain of the
Chitkate concloded to have a sort of in-
toriribal  potlateh  (which s Indian for a
general councll), lasting sometimes a Week
or ten daye, with plenty to eat and all the
alooholic drinkables they can possibly pro-
cure. A brother of Jim Hanson, accom-
panied by his wife. and a boy, nephew of.
tie woman and son of Una-hootch, one of
the Indiuns subsequently arrested, em-
barked in a canoe for the purpose of visit-
ing other Indians and =oliciting supplies for
the great councll feast,

These Indiuns were never heand of again.

Qualth, Kichtoo. Mark Kilanat, Dave
Klanat, Juch Klane, Jim Willlams, John
Kesh, Qua-nl-ish, Una-hootch, Gons, Day-
kanteen and Martha Hanson, wife of Jim
Hanson, all relatives and friends of the
missing Indians, after a council of the
tribe, outfitted a war canoe am! went in
search of thelr lost relatives.

The first night they camped at Takn
Glacier; the second day out they lamled on
Bullivan Island, opposite the camp «f the
Hortons, about thirty-five miles Lelow
Bkagusy on Lynn Canal, mude o camp.
cooked and ate thelr dinner, und thin sent
out certaln of thelr members to search for
traces of thelr friends.

They had agreed that if anything wis dle-
coverad a gun should be fired, which would

be the signal for a hurried assembly st the }

camp. Some two hours Inter two shots were
heard and immediately afterwards Kichtoo
and Qua-ni-ish appeared at the camp with a
small plece of the canow In which thelr
friends had embarked. It wans recogmiged
by Unahooteh, who claimed to have him-
welf painted the canoe This fragment was
found on the sands of the mainland, where
it had drifted ashore, as It stierwards
turned out, some hundred and fifty yards
from the tent of the Hortons.

CHAPTER 111
The Discovery and the Atinck,

These Indians reported that they had gona
up to Horten's camp and made inquiries
regarding their missing friends; that there
were & white man and woman there, and
that when they asked the man If he had
scep a canoe in that vielnity he hung lis
head and looked scared, and finally ed-
mitted that he had eeen a canoe with an

Indlan man and woman and little loy
passing along the channel some nundred
yards from the shore a few davs pre-

vioun

The finding of this plece of canoe mear
the white man's camp. and his manner
when being Interrogated, were prool posi-
tive to the Indians that In some way thess
white people were responsible for the loss
of the three missing people. They held
A& council and decided that the white man
and woman must die. Immediately they om-
barked and paddied across the channel,
landing some quartér of a mile from Hor-
ton's camp,

Hanson undoubtedly was the leader. Al-
though young, he was & man of magnificent
phynique and marvelous courage. He was
known as 4 “bear fighter,” and had Killed
with his knife (which I now have), in hand-
to-hand encounters, it wax cluiimed, over
100 of these formidnble animuls.

When the canoe groundeil Haneon, with
his Winchester In hand, was the first to
Im!p ashore. As he did so he excluimed:
“Kahk-won-tons, mike your hearts
strong!™ l.le was followed by =evenm of the
Indinns. Una-hootch, Martha Hansoz gand
Gooa remained with the canoe.

CHAPTER 1V.
The Murder.

Jim Hanson's story, which I belleve to be
true. was substantially as follows:

When they arrived in sight of the tent
the white man with a gun in his hands
was standing near the entrance and mo-
toned them to Keep aff. The woman was
not in sight. Mark Kianat spoki io the
white man for the purpose of atiracting
his attention. The moment he looked tow-
ard him Hanson, with unerring aim, shot
him through the heart, and he fell without
& moan. :

At this moment Mre. Horton ran from
the rear of the tent scr@aming and calling

to her husband, who lay some twenty feet

away. Kichtoo fired two shots at her, both
taking effect, one through the face, the
otbher In the upper part of her body. She
fell, as Kesh, the Indian boy, testified,
“squesled.” The gutbered arvund

her, and Jim Willinms. who claimed at tha
trinl that Hanson poilnted his gun at him
amd, at the same time handing him a knife,
sald:

“You nre
knife from

the Raven's son,” took the
Hanson's hand and eut the
woman'e thront. | am satisfled that this
=tatement of Willlams wus false. The testl-
mony  developed beyond question that it
had been agreed that if any one should
ever tell of this murder, and It got to the
white prople, they would all combine and
swenr that he alone was gullty.

After the murder the Indians put the
two bodies In blankets, earried them down
penr high-water mark, dug a hole In the
tard aumong  the bowlders, placed the
bofies therein, covered them over with the
tent. welghting it down with stones, and
over all they piled branches from (rees.
Previous to doing thls they took from the
body of Horton n watch and some §76 In
money. One hundred and twenty dollars In
)old was Tound on the body when after-
warls exhumed. From Mrs. Horton they
took several rings, nmong others her wed-
ding ring. Hangon took the rifle, and the
money was divided among the other In-
dians. The watch and rings, Including
Mrs, Hortow's wedding ring were found by
the Deputy Marshzl In Kichtoo's cabin.
The shotgun had letters on it, which one of
the Indiane, Mark Klanat, who could read
and spenk Englleh, decided to be the Initinls
of the )man thevy had murdered and that
its retention would be dangerous, so It was
broken over @ iog and secreted with the
woman's clothing in a little tin trunk, all
of which were afterwards found and pro-
duced at the trial

CHAPTER V.
Friends Begin the Search.

As tinwe went on the friends of the Hortons
began to wonder at thelr long stay, which
gradunlly became fear for thelr safety,
After some six weeks a search was made
along Lann Canal, but no evidence was
found that threw light on their disappear-
ance. By some it was thought they had
Leen drowned. others that they had !:EUSht
a passing steamer and gone to the Sound,
while a few. who knew the treacherous na-
ture of the Indinng, thelr anclent law of re-
prisal and that there was always an un-
talaneed mecount on thelr tribal ledgers
agninst the whites generally for the loas of
some Indian. advanced the theory that the
Hortons had been muniered,

Meantime the snow had fallen and cov-
ered the location where thelr camp had
been to a depth of from nine to eleven feet,

Jim Hanson wnoe a Sitka Indlan. His tribe
hud dwelt there for over 500 years. Their
village now stretches along the beach near
Sitka, the old cavpltal of the Territory, both
under Russian and American control. He
remained there until he was about 16 years
of age. when he went 10 some relitives
among the Chllkats, who were also formerly
from Sitka and were known as Kahk-won-
tons., There are castes among the Alaska
Indinne, and the social lines are drawen even
mare relentlessly than among thelir pale-
face brethren, Hans=on's family was high
on the social ladder; his ancestors had been
chlefs for -many Keneritions: one of his
tribe, past 8) years of age, has a great hat
made of finely woven bark which waa their
battle “totem’ or flag. and to which they
all refer with great pride. They say that
the dark stains which are now visible upon
It were caused by the blood of Russians In
which it was =onked at the time of the
greal massacre of the Russian garrison, to-
gether with many women and children, at
Slitka, about the beginning of the last cen-
1ury.

So it was that Hanson's famlily prestige.
coupled with his handsome and splendid
physique, his wonderful courage and his
Rreat success us & bear fighter, made him
naturally a jeader of these primitive

people,
mgamﬂuhhln.m_m&

vice and. as well as the young men, obeyed

his commands without question.
CHAPTER VI.
The Converslon and Confession.

From Halnes Mlssicn, which is at the
mouth of Chilkat River, it is only about 1
milee around the coast to Sitka. For an
Indian to row this distance In hi= canoe 1
con=ldered amonk them child's, play. And
thus it had come about that quite a com-
munity of his Knhk-won-ton relatives and
friends were residing on the Chilkat in Oc-
tober. 1890, They hunted and fished In and
along the CPhllkat Rlver and through the
great mountaln ranges, Hanson always |ead-
in

FFrom the hour of the brutal murder of
the Hortong, In which he was the leader
and chief instigutor, Hanson knew no peace.
He =ald that by way and night the forms of
those young people were ever before his
eves. The dying sereams of Flarence Hor-
ton were never stilled; he heard them on
the trall and on the water; In his dreams
he heard her moaning. At a religious meet-
Ing held In the Indian village near Skagway
during the winter, at which a missionary
Indian preached, Hanson became greatly
excited. He maode n dramatic speech In his
nitive language, and told his hearers that
hix soul had been blasied amd blackened
with murder; that he had killed a white
man and was the leader of n party who
had killed a woman. He Implored the
Christlan Indians to pray for him, that he,
too, might become a Christian and be for-
given for his awful crime.

At this time there were two earnest and
sincere men In Skagway laboring In =&
humble but effective manner to stem the
tide of dissipation; gambling and many oth-
er slnful practices and callings Inseparable,
it seems. from the frontier and mining
towns, They were Adjutant McGlll of the
Salvation Army and the Reverénd Mr.
Paulsell. It was their dally practice to as-
semble with a few followers in front of
the chief gambling and liquor saloons in
Skagway, sing gospel hymns and exhort the
crowds gathered about the entrance to
pause in their downward course,

Hanzon, who was suffering from the tor-
ments of his gullty conacience, happened to
pass while one of these mectings was In
progress; he stopped, and as soon as he
could comprehend Its meaning became
greatly impressed, not only with the serv-
lce nnd its object, but with the men who
were rconducting it After three or four
days he sought out Adjutant McGill and,
through an Interpreter, told him the horri-
ble story In its entirety This was about the
1th of March, 190 After consulting with
Mr. Paulsell. the S8alvation Army leader ad-
vised Hanson to go to the civil authorities,
tell them the story and surrender Himself.

This he did, with no other thought than
that he was going to his death, To Depuly
Marshal Tanner and Commissioner Behl-
brede he told everything, giving the names
of his accomplices. and offered. to conduct
the officers to the place of the murder and
Lovrtl:’ the #pot where the bodles had been

urled.

CHAPTER VIL
Finding of the Bodles,

Accordingly, Mr. Tanner chartered a little
steamer, and, accompanied by a posse, con-
sisting of 8 Rergeant and squad of Unlied
States soldlers and citizens of Bkagway,
with Hanson as a guide, proceeded to the
ili-fated camp, and though upon thelr ur-
rival they found all the low-Iying coast cov-
ered with snow to the depth of some ten
feet, Hanson, in a few minutes, located the
exact spot. He placed one Marshal where
he claimed the tent had stood, another
where the husband f{ell, one where lie had
sood when he killed Horton: thus ting
hi= bearings, he took position himself over
what he clalmed was the grave of the mur-
:gmd whllc:ﬂnnd. lr_lf!n; downward with

They, od Mg directions and fopad

the bodies. Whether by accident or design
they had Iald the body of the soung wifle
In such a position thar her head rested on
the bLrenst of her husband. On one of her
fngers was a poor little ring. made by her
husband from n copper horseshoe nail o
few davs before their Jdeparture from Skagz-
way., He bent and fashioned it in the preu-
ence of thelr friends Mr. nmd Mre, Ses-
slone, and plucing it on her finzer, sald,
Playfully: :

“8o long as yon wear this, Flora, no harm
can come to you: It will bring you gud
luck.™

Within Jess than a month she wasg rest-
ing under a portion of their tent, welghoed
down by stores, her lfeless head restins
on her husband’s liteless body.

The bodles were taken to Skagway, where
an Inquest wes hell. The residents were
gzreatly enraged, and but for the presence
of o strong military force would in all pron-
iability have taken the law into thelr gwn
hanie,

Boon after the confession of Hanson all
the Indians were urrested. The Geand Jury,
which convened at Skagway in June follow-
ing. returned two indictments against all
of the twelve who constituted the party
for murder in ths first degree, one for the
murder of Florence Horton, the other for
the murder of her husband.

CHAPTER VIIL
The Trial at Skagwnay.

All but Hanson employsd counsel. He
was represented by the Reverend Mre. Paul-
sell, who had once been a practicing lnw-
year of abllity. Indinns were sent to every
village in Bouthenstern Alaskn to  raise
money to pay lawyers to defend the pris-
oner®. Money, furs, costly blankets and
curlos of every possible mature were con-
tributed, amounting In all to ubout $2.000,

For weeks Skagway seemed almost llke
an Indian camp. All the friemls and rela-

.tives, including wives, mothers and sisters

of the accused., were there. The trial of
Hanson was brief. The Government proved
bevomd question that he had killedd Burt
Hortan. None of the Indians save his wife
manifested the slightest interest in his
case: on the contrary, they did all in their
power to place the entire responsibllity on
him. When It ¢ame to the defense *Hanson
took the stand, and looking straight at the
Jury told the whole story. He said that
he expected to dle and was rendy; he want-
ed to set an example for his people.

A verdict. which meant death to him, was
quickly returned. When he was made 10
understand lts linport he smiled.

As no human eye save that of the Indlan
indicted witnessed that terrible tragedy I
was compelled to use those which investi-
gation had shown to be the 'east culpablo
as witnesses against the others, they hav-
ing volunteered to testify. For this purpose
1 dismissed the indictment agalnst John
Kesh, Kichtoo's =on, Quani-ish, Una-
hootch, Goos, Dave Klanat and Marthn
Hanson—""Qulee."

Jim Willlams was next placed on trial
He was 20 years of age, married, and
looked the cutthroat he was. His attor-
neys made a desperate fight. The Indian
witnesses, even for the Government, did
all in their power (o screen him and fix
the crime on Hanron. The testimony
showed that at the 'me he cut Florence
Horton’s throat she was moaning and
moving her hands and feet. Severnl In-
dian witnesses for the d=fense undoubt-
edly committed premeditated perjury. The
verdict In his case was for murder in the
second degree, a compromise wverdict. a
degenerate who unfortunately had been
accepted as a Juror stumling out for ac-
qulttal. His trial lasted four days. After
it was over the remaining four eapltulatsd,
and through their attormey offered to plend
guilty in the second degree, which I ac-

cepted. :
The caurt et lnla.rl.l'du for sentence.

They were all married, and on the ap=-
pointed day the poor wives, with numerous ©.
other relatives of both sexes, packed tM-‘
courtroom. As sentence aflér senience was “u :
prunounced by the court and transimted in- |
to the Indian language by the Interpreiery |
not & sound or whisper was heard. -

CHAPTER IX. r
The Senfence of a Stole. 4

These sentences, which to the Indlans
thelr friends meant death, in each instance,
were accepted by prisoners, wives and rek
tives with that wonderful stoleism whichs
characterizes thelr race in all lands. You
would from this naturaliy conclude thes‘h
were Incapable of that polgnancy of !rlol'
which would urdoubtedly have m!‘ﬂlj
Anglo-Saxons ‘under similar clrcumstances, ¥
It soch conclusion would do them Injus- -
tlew. The explanation is in their suliem
pride and abliity to control thelr feelings,
#o far gs externnl manifestations are con=
cerned, under all and any circumstances.
S0 tremendous a tenslon did they labor un- -
der that two of the women fainted as soon
as they left the courtroom, Hanson's wife
being of the number, while a third one,
heartbroken, died two daye later.

The =cene from beginning to end was
very dramatic, which was greatly intensified
during the disposition of Hanson's case.
He was dressed In a bricht blue Salvation
Army uniform, with o Inrge metal balgs
pinhed on his breast which announced (o
the world that the wenrer was *a soldier of
the nrmy of Jesus Christ.” When told to
stand up he sprang to his feet alert, per-
feet in physical outlines, with a Jook of
Joyful expectancy on his face.

Honorable Melville C. Brown, Judge of the
United States District Court, who presided
at these triale, asked Hanson the usual
question, after commenting on the trial and
verdict: “Have you any reason to offer =
why the sertence which the law preseribes
shall not be pronounced agalnst you?*

At this moment, murderer and desperado
as I knew him to have been, I felt nn ad-
miration faor him which it would be hard
to describe. His physical courngs had often
been put to the test and had never fafled
or been questioned, but his moral courage
wine sublime. I had never seem anything
approaching it. Judge Brown showed by his
voice and manner that he was greatly af-
fectedd. Hanson evidently notieed this and .
snught to scothe his sgitated feelings, He
renlied:

“Brother, you must do your duly. I want
to die for my crime that my people may
live; that they may see what religlon can
do, even for one so wicked ns I Lat them
see how a Christlan can die, and mayie
they will Kill no more white people. Maybe
the ¥young men of my tribe will take warn-
Iing. Muybe they will not drink so much,
but will become solillers in God's army as
I bave. [ am ready to die. You can take my
body and do as you llke with ft: that s
nothing, but my soul belomigs to God; you
can't hurt that.”

As this was being Interpreted!l into Eng-
lih, the only persons in the packed court-
room who appeared unmoved were the In-
dinns: every white was vietbly affected, end
asz Judge Brown concluded the sentence
with the words:

“And may the God yoo worshlp be with
and sustain you In the hour of trial,” -
broke down utterly.

*  CHAPTER X. e
What Will Happen ¢ "
What the aftermath will be no man ¢an =
say. There has been much murmuriss
among the Indluns. They say that six for
two is not falr. They killed two white
people, the white people tock six [ndluns— .
nence there gre four to thelr credit. =
Indinns make no note of time. It DRY
be one, it may tike ten years of onr reck-
oning of time, but this sccount will cer= -~
talnly be balubced in accordance with the
Indians’ systems of keeglpg accuunisy




